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Statements are hard!
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So, why is the artist’s  
statement so difficult?

1. The creative process is usually non-linear, intuitive and involves both conscious    
 and unconscious thought.

2. The artist, themself would need to have super-human levels of self-awareness  
 and analytical ability of their own thought process to fully discuss influences  
 and techniques

3. It is impossible to be aware of all the influences affecting creative work.
4. An artist will always have an understanding of their own work that creates an  

 interpretive bias.
5. This creates a strategically limited and self-defeating position where
	 a. Self-praise carries little weight and comes across  

    as arrogance, over-confidence, and is hard to back up with  
    solid evidence.

	 b. Self-depreciation is seen as a lack of confidence, creating  
    a lack of trust from the viewer in the artist’s abilities and  
    understanding of their work.
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Your statement is viewed as truth

This gives you a responsibility to be
	 • honest
	 • to the point
	 • critical
	 • analytical
	 • confident without being over the top
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With all that said, there are 5 
major types of artist statements:

1. The Overwritten Statement
2. The ‘Artistic’ Artist’s Statement
3. The Up Close and Personal Artist’s Statement
4. The Overly-vague, Say-Nothing Statement
5. The Well Written Statement  
	 (Rare the first time around)
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The Overwritten Statement

• very detailed account of the work, how it relates  
   to history, past, present, and future
• so specific that interpretation of the work is  
   removed from the viewer in the technicality.
• overshadows the work itself
• tend to be exceedingly long
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The ‘Artistic’ Artists’ Statement
This type of statement employs lyrical and poetic 
statements 

It leads to confusion through abstract, lofty 
statements.

Abstract nature adds to overall confusion 

Too much interpretation from the viewer
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The Up Close and Personal Statement

Blurs the line between the work and the artists’ personal 
identity or experiences  
	 sometimes, a very personal work will require 
	 this type of statement.

Create personal connections to the viewer changing the 
meaning to something more personal.

These statements can create a lasting impression if a 
viewer relates to the statement and it’s purpose

It can also alienate the viewer, making it something very 
difficult to pull off successfully.
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The Overly-Vague,  
Say-Nothing Statement

All content is stripped from this statement 

These are the statements that read like press releases or  
pre-fabricated statements. 

They do nothing to help the viewer understand the work

This statement results in the ultimate confusion for the viewer.
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Artist Statement

Photography, for me, started out as an 
experimental adventure where I could 
explore varied approaches to problems 
to meet my artistic needs. Over time, I 
started to see many consistencies in my 
work. Overall, my style is very simple 
and organized utilizing the “less is more” 
approach.  
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The Well Written Statement

Honest, to the point, straight-foreword, and well-
written statement. 

It requires the artist to have fully thought out the 
meaning behind the work and somehow worked in 
the process and how the two work together. 

The hard part of this statement is allowing the 
original thoughts and ideas of the artist to shine 
though the editing process. 

Once this balance is achieved, the perfect statement 
is there to support the work and the viewer can 
interpret the artwork, gaining an understanding of 
the artists’ intent while still interpreting the work 
themselves.
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Statements are hard to write,
 

they take a lot of thought, editing, and consideration 
of the connection between the visual language of the 
work and the written language of the statement. They 
need to be concise, coherent, and informative without 
being overly so.


